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EZIET B owe foure moneths ſince, upon an occas 


ſion that offere1 it ſelfe, 1 then c eb wp... 


f cated to divers private hands and had i 

=_ fe Teſtimony of ſome Divincs both . E. 
Learned and Conſcientiousyer I laid it. by meegbeing & 
not deſirous to expole it (among the many Imperti- 
nencies and unneceſſary and raw Scriblings now a- 
dayes) to the publicke view. But now the opinion and 
requeſt of ſome who judge it uſefull hath obtained it ts 
the preſſe: for they ſay the condition of the times 
doth-challengeit, wherein many ſeeme to be aſhamed : 
of their former acquaintance Þith the great cauſe ve N 
band, The truth is, many that came up to the Patlia- A 
ments ſenſe inthe head of the Tyde, are willing to 
ſhrinke away inthe Ebbe of things. There is apoore _ 
and low and narrow Spirit in very many who thought 
wellof the Parliameat onely ſo long as no body ſpake i 

ofit, or durſt Fþeake ont, if they thought otherwiſe, and 
VP 4 2 loved 
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| oved i it while they _ be /ofe aid a en oj > the worlds 
wp, 0 : 7 * Hinfelfe by fach ſelf- 
$; "Wee muſl hid a-benter price, before God 'vifl 
part with the righ commodity of Reformation ; If 
we love the publi he cauſe, wee muſt not onely keepe it 
company in its health, but ſtand by-it and comfort it in 
its faintings. Amd this i the purpoſe of the following 
difcourle, which] commend, unto v\ ihe beſſ mg of the 
7 fag . 


k \Fy J LY 
| (] : @ 
\ v1 [ o 
4 $ 4 
% act: c 
< * [i a s 4 .. $4 ( 
: ac _ o 4 þ C. . # | 
- 
þ 1372 _ pF 
: F _ { 
5 ; 207 ” a $:V b . Q ; Ly ; 
* ger: r __ ? : 
21 $ 
= * b 2&1 - Y 4 \N. 4 oy 
F # % 3 4 * NE", 
* 7 BE "Mc , 3 T3 i \ be " \ X F 
© Sp a Y 3 hiateitte\y > ' TEMES - | "VA © Fs, 55 
43 ' \ \ BJU : 4 & > (| : 4 , ' k * | SH l « 7; 
1 - ! . 341 % 4 » \ i * "_ 5 z 3.4 . Þ hn % k 14 : W3% \ i 119 UG ' 
F , %, - % \ % ; 
ky "I $4 Q . WS. " ; , 
F3 [1 } ef < { c [ af + 
5b, F-S *'Þ 
28 
| t ArFyr 0 2 - , ' # ' "PX : Y : 
F , : 4.48 ; 
” $1 « F RY i + #> « mY { "Tis 64 KG” Ye. s : [ 
p* OE 1ST 062. 01Y JHUGTOLED þ28 DG 
C} \ & \ 7 3-HA 
4 F 4% > £54 4 } £ D : Re 
ilig4 2h oth 220k 2:00 ves, x dt 
< wh 
< 4 P - _ » — 
A+% - % : 
\ \ . r Ta * ! {\ + 4 F k 
bs \% 3 JL : a xt "ap | GY 
TH 


TE” \ oF 
LFIF IPITNLTEY % 309);2.90 EY 


Fr: 25S 5 vga 8 LEGS ities BRINE uſ 4 Fe "ay 
E) Hl Y (hit " V7 V. $01 o\ \ "iQ F<177 —_—_ c] viz) . V; ti 
NB ; \ 


= | *N A \ A: 4 
" _s TILE r n vos (=>'1,04 4 + + FX = . a Ae 5 BOK : 
[- 1 4 LIT: 2\ \ . 3 \ 3% £ * 4 LE Pt {'* ; ) TON ID 


Caſe of Conſcienge 
Concerning, F 
Flying] in rimes of Trouble! > 
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2 24 HE Scriptures arc fa claw a= 5 conſentof Di- 
| FT >\q vines fo _ we: Jagger —_ 7 have = 

WW "4 4 tothe: Queſtion, betber fi -lanefot I” 

_ \E 7 once nd-jerfetution ; urthat me have 
|: beene too rigid; andiotherscontrarily: havechal- 

| - lengei this liberty-withous all caution, or reſpeft 
i "'-to'an circumſtances .. bſhaltthereforeſo examine 


Yo the caſes;tharconſienceni hefetled,.: when to take 
| T ” hen Co bak, 


which God hath allowed, and bow to know w 

cn {hut upthb way: agai inſt us;-5[ 79y 29151797 2 

+ > Thereis a tfpbewbich ariforke;: Eirf; Ghmithe ſrimeof ſibne, | 
ond from-feare of publicke juſtice;!;; Secondly,froman inward ter- . 
- zor-andtrembling, cauſedalſo;by:gnilt;;and hiduponmen'as a- * 


+ | - [puniſtiment, as itwasimthe caſtot Gin, Third lys from weaken - = 
; | Yd recfolationy: 'andunbeliefey whick pzcvailed upon the.Di/-. 53:-\1.1< 59 
N cipler, who forſooke wo and fied;. Fourthly,fromi meere humane - i 

I and _—_ -in which the: ee OW ARE offended, 'But "i 
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ES A Caſe of Conſcience concerning 
. | none of theſe are ſpoken unto, in the preſent queſtion, but that 
| Muratio 19ci which Aretizs defines, to be, A changeny of place to ſh ſore pre- 
_ - 2 6, T ſent evill, and mare comfortably to live elſewhere, undertakes 77: the feare 
Þ melits » #7 of the Lord : Which diſtinguiſheth it from alkcholt former kinds 
- gratia, ſuſcepta of either raſh of ſinfull flight, OR pn: 

q ao - 4 Tis a queſtion that exerciſed the primitive Divines, for thoſe 
: is ile times being very terrible cill Conſtantine ſetled peace tn theChurch, 
| * made the ſearch very neceſſary ; as the fad and violent and unſet- 

led time that we are fallen upon, - make it now. 

I finde the Antients divided, according to the different ſenſe 
they entertained ofthe Scriptufes,Whether /awfil/to flyEand leave 
or clizhFe; orfey ſtation, podif lawfull;: whether fefarivied onely, 
and Id 7wfilll rely arid ti6 niorgOr a duty comnithdtl,aiid (o ne- 
ceſſary alſo asa binding law. _—_ 

Firlt, Tertu/lian, ina tri& that he wrote profeſſedly of this 
argument, alrogether denies it to be lawfull to flye, or ſeemes to 

* denyit. , $3; : LA | #7 BYE SY: 7” os 
Hecontends, that when our Lord bid his DiſGples why: they 
were perſecuted in one City to flye into another ; He onely gaye them a 
ſpeciall allowance (or ditpenſation rather) then for a particular 
reaſon;that the progrefſe of cheGofpell niight not be hindered buc 
preached and ſpread abroad in all Cities: But thatri6WwtheGol- 
pellis-already-propagated; wee are'to-fland unto the oftfion a 


* Marth, 10.23; 


of the faith received; and to-keepe onr Ration: Ar beeuiſe 
j hothing; cores to pafſe: without Gods order; ahd; We are 2lf in 
E Gods hand ; it were unbeleete; treachery, cowards; rebetfton a- 


gainit God to goe out of 6ur place; and thatwe mult dye in our 
[ttanding, anct (if-God wilt baveit fo): perifliin theruines of our 
; Country. 202. 07 -Woi D:ts 3G! 180 D423 TRY 
To this purpoſe he wrote , yet I exprefſe my felfe thus favou- 
rably of him, that he altogether denies flight to be lawfull, or 
ſeemests deny i135 becaiiſe thongh'moſt conceive thatto be his very 
4 . opinion; andthe Hntients condemned bim for-it;. amd: Jerome in 
| Hicron, [ib, 2 Pariuiculan cenſuresfiim,. chat when hewtotethar booke hee had 
 $crpr,LUlftr, 1 Forſaken the ſoundfairhyand was gone over torthe:parroF Aforna- 
| murthe Heretiquez and therefore wrote that booke in hatredyand 
4 difgraceof cheChriſtians whole uſuall-praciſe many of them was 
rodecline the fury of the titmes-where -they might conveniently, 
though otherwiſe ambitious enough of martyrdome : yet I am not - 
; wholly 


—» 
at bj 
oy 


IT 


. andfhew what they mighedoein tharcaſe,. and 
beconftrained todoc.. PR Thirdly, 


Plying in times of Take. © 
wholly convinced to.the contrary, but that perhaps writing to 
Fabizs who was a pretbyter and a paſtor ofa Church, he might aſe 
that ſevere and rigid language to keepe and bold him upon his 
charge in that dangerous and uncomfortablecendition of things. 
Burt if it were truely his opinion,l conſent to the judgement of Fe- 


. romeand Auguſtine againithim, and tothe Anſwers they direfed 


to his arguments : That tis true, all things axe ordered: by God, 
andall are in his hand;; yet David knew.a} this, but hefled not-- 
withſtanding from the violence of Sax'. And that God cals ſome 


to give teltimony:to.the truth by death, others, hee relerves,. and: - 
whom he ſavesfrom the rage of cruell ones, he ſaves by meanes. IF . 


he ſhut up any-wan, it is-his-will and ordec hee ſhould ſtand: the 
tciall couragiouſly ; but if hee offer an opportunity and open: the: 
doore of eſcape, it is his will and ordering to eſcape. Andto this 
very — formerly reſolved ;*That a man muſtmain- 

« taine Chri Je 

& be taken,. he may eſcape it honourably he can dve it. And this- 
was it for which. Nazzenzen commended Ceſariue: that excellent 

Chriſtian, <That hee honorably: yeelded to the times, and nei- 

«© ther betrayed the truth-nor provoked: danger, 


.  Eſhall notneedto infiltupon this, the lawfulneſle.ofdeclining- 


danger; it is adiQate of nature,which gracealfd. cheriſheth, and: 
50d hath planted a natural loveof lifein every man,which teach-- 
eth him to ſhun what may bee harmefull. Terzlian(forought F- 
know) ſtands alone,againſt the lawtulneſſe; all thgdoubtamong: 
Qthers is, whether it bea permiſſion: onely oraprecept. It 
Secondly, Awguſtineand ſome: others that poe in the middle: 
and moderate way ; doe ſay, thatGod ——— 
ſame of his ſtrength, for let himthat-ſtands takeheed: left hee tall; 
& therforeas wel! :nowing our infirmity, he gives us:thb ſameand: 
as large allowance and liberty as he granted tohisDiſciplesgwhom- 
he permitted to flee from one.City to:another. There are dime al-- 
ſo of late that. have held icbut a permiſſion, and: therefore ſay; 
that when our Saviour had given.the immediate figne of the ruine 
of Hieruſalem, and thereupon warned them to:flie, whwe ; 


Abomination of deſolation,. then let them that art in  Judea fite unts the: 


moxntaines : He meantnotto injoyne it as duety, butonely would 
thereby manifeſt the greatneſſe of the Calamit nous their-Citie,. 
waat- they would: 


aveno man pre» 1 Cor,n0.32.. 
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Origen in John- 3 
cauſe by death. when he is taken, but beforehee- yaz.in 0ra1.10-! 
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A Caſe of Conſcience concerning 
Thirdly, buc Athanifiue and others are exprefle for it as a duty ; 
and that men muit flie, when God calls them to flie. Athanaſius 
wrote two bookes 6© Apologie upon this argumenty in both which 
he goes that way. ' And agreeable to this was the reſolution of 
Ciement of Alexandria, that they are guilty of their owne death 
that doe not avoid danger where they may, And accordingly Cy- 
prian(who yet was afterwards himſete a Martyr)perſwades flight, 
and tells them of Carthage, that it ſhall be reckoned as a martyr- 
dome, it any lawfully and worthily flying, doe miſcarry by wild 
beaſts,famine, or theeves, IconfefſeI enclineto this, that itis a 
duety to provide for ſafetic by flight where it may be; buc'l will - 


- not interpoſe, becauſe the difference is not much materiall, for 


ifit belawfull, icisnot much to me, whether onely permitted, or 
commanded, | | nb 

. Having ſaid thus much,more generally, ſhall conſider the diffi- 
culty in. particular, as it concernes ; firit, other people; ſecondly, 
Mjnilters end Paſtors. 

9 Firſt,concerning people that are ofa private condition, *tis or t 
of all doubt that they may lawtully flie. We have many warranted 
examples of it in holy Scripture, among ſuch as were godly and 
coniciencious.David oft times laid hold upon this remedy, as aj - 
peares all along in his tory, while he was inor belenging -to the 
Court of $241, So the faithtull were ſcattered upon the perſecution . 
of Steven Act.8.x. and the Apoſtle in that Catalogue of eminent 'men 
in the faith, Heh.11.reckons up many that in hard times forſooke. 
their habications, and expoſed:themſelves to wants and extreame, 
poverty, T bey wandred about in Sheepes«kins and Goat-skins, beeing 


' deſtitute,afflifted, tormeuted, ver.37.and unto ſolitary wandrings in 


voluntary exite ; T hey wandred in deſarts,and in mountaines, and in 


dns aud caves of theearth, werſ;38. and all this to avoid the: fury .of 


the times, aSappeares, verſ.36.37. Others had tryall of cruell mackings 
and ſcourgings, of honds and impriſonments, they were ſtoned,' they were | 
ſawen aſunder,they were ſlaine with the Sword. Theſe evills overtaking, 


_ Others, the men whom the Apoſtle commends, provided to ſcape: 


them by their-wandring away. into Deſerts. It, were:eafie:;to bee; 
large in z7»ſtences.in the ten primitive perſecutzons, And of latertimes. 
we;have freſher examples ofour owne in Ducene Mariestimey that: 
fled into other parts, and {ſince of ſuch as from thoſe parts of: 
Eyance, the Netherlands, the Palatinate, have fled to us. Tewereito 
| 2 07.405 tritle; 
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Fling in Times of Tronble. |, + 
trifle, to fpend more words for the proofe. of this; but there-are 
two things more neceſſary here to be done. Firſt to put in caution 
let ſome miay haply preſume too tarre upon this libertie, ſo law- 
full. Secondly, to make application of the queſtion ro this pre- 
ſent time and condition of things, wheiher naw bee the-tinie to 
flie, whether now it be lawtul!. ire45 505 Trent 
Firlt the caution I would put in is this,that all Lay-people (for 6 
I muicall them for diitin&ion,that I may be underitood, not that 
I will jultifie the word of difference) are not at libertie, if they bee 
bound up by office, relation,publique ingagement, 8c. 
Firit, No man may flie till the doore be ſet open untobim, that is, not 
till all others doores of remedy be {hutup : nottill all hath beene 
done for maintenance of publique ſafetie and libertie, and for the 
oppoling of evill and corruption : But when as water that hath 
broken downethe damme;there is no reiiltance, 'then the durie is 
todoe what may beto eſcape drowning. Iclyeth apon all in ſome 
meaſure or other, to ſee to the ſtate of others tafetie, efpecially the 
publique. So that that which at all rimes elſe is lawtull, to re- 
move ones ltation for better accommodating his trade and mer=- 
chandiling, yet is not fo, if any notable diſcouragement ariſe 
thence to the publique. This is grounded upon that com- 
mon bond of duty which lies mutually upon one and other in 
regard of vicinitie or neighbourhood of place. As fromhencealfo 
itis, thatrich men may not remove to their Country houſes in 
time of a publique peſtilence, till proviſion bee madeand due care 
had of the poore, lelt they periſh for want of reliete by: rheir with» 
drawing. - ©. \x I 
A man therefore may not {lip away at a poſterne, hee muſt goe 
outthat way- which God ſets open, and he mult. have his paſte. 
The Jewes had a dire& open warrant, when they got. away trom 
Pharaoh, Exod. 13.21. And ſo had Foſepb when with Feſas and 
Mary he eſcaped into Egypt, Matth.2.13. they were warned from 
heaven. But how ſhall we know we havea warrant ? 1 can onety 
ſatisfie this, by conſidering ſome particular cafes recorded inScrip- 
ture, wherein flight was warranted, that ſo we may anake the 
better judgement upon our owne exigences. * >. OURS 
Firlt, I conceive tt may be gathered from: the ſtory in 2 Sam. 4. 
3-4 That Adberents may flie when the fide it: felte is loſt. The 
Beerotbites had aflited the fideand canſe of Sarlr boxje, towhich they 
| B | wer 
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A Cafe of Conſcience, concerning 

wefe joynedin ſome relations, during all the warreztill it was ut- 
terly weakned and lolt,by the death of Abner, and then they fled 
to Gittaim. I know the inftance. doth not ſuiteinall things, for 
they adhered to the worſer partie ; yet. howſoever it ſerves to my 

urpoſe, that they would have continued firme to the part if there 
had continued a head and conſiderable ftrengthto it; and left notthe 
fide, till they were left alone,and then they warrantably eſcaped, 
and not till then. The application is eafie and-ready to the pre- 
ſent occalions. 

Secondly, when a mans Relations and his calling are not pre- 
jzudiced by going out of the way, he may lawfully doe it; when 
his cclations and preſent ſervice are not higher and more tender 
then hisſafetic. W har was there in Facobs family-relation, when as 
yet affaires did not depend upon him, that might be a blocke in 
his way of. eſcape, when his mother ſent him farre off to Laban 
out oi the reach of Eſa bloody attempts ? Gen.27.43 44. 

Thirdly, when the cauſe in which a man is inbarked is no wa 
bettered by his ſtay;. he may doe theſame right to himſelfe, which 
he indeavoured to doe to it. Hence, when Fortham the youngeſt: 
ſonne of Gideon, who had hardly elcaped the conſpiracie of Abi- 
melech, and underitood the ontrages'of the new court and govern- 
ment, thought it his dutie to make proteſt ation againſt thoſe cour- 
ſes and to undeceive the people 1o farie as he might; when he had: 
publiſhed his thoughts, he ran away, and fled to Beer, Frdg. 9.21 
for whatadvantagewould it have beene to the cauſe, it he had un- 
adviſedly verified his owne parable,and had been catched and torne- 
by.that Bramble ? 

Fourthly,ſo that a-man be ready to appeare when the houre of 
ftanding requires, he may reſerve himſeNMe ul] thathoure of a&i- 
on come. Thus 47:/eswent afide, Exc4.2.15, til buſineſſes were 
ripened. And Ratilizm,in the Ecclelaltical] ns af- 
terwards became a Martyr ; which was alſo the tamons caſe: uf 
Saint Cyprian. | 

5. Laſtly, ifa man beſingly hunted after for-his eſtate and lij- 
bertie, and no way be lett him to- keep: himmſelfe from injurious: 
dealing,he may accommodate hin:felfe elſewhere. For this reaſon: 
Facob conveyed himſelfe, and family, and &tate, from under the 
hard andevill eye o f Laban,Gen.31.21. And it ſeemes by the ſto- 
iy, Tudg.11.2.3, that Fephthab was thus ne£eflitated. to ſeeke an- 

| ; * habitation. 
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Flying in Times of Trouble. 

habitation ta the Land Tob. But when (for inſtance) a Parii + 
mentary State iSingaged forth? reprefling of injuries, and mainte- 
nance of publick liberties and mens eitates, this alters the caſe 
and calls in all private thoughts ot elcape, to contribute them to 
the publick defence, 

More particulars might happily be oblerved of the: Scripture, 
but becauſe they doe nor occurre to my prelent meditations, this 
{hall ſathce for the firſt Caution. 5 fo RR 

Firit, As every one mult have regard to ſome circumſtances, ſo - 
if any one have beene more appearing, more forward, more en» 
couraging in his ſpeeches and advices, and be a man look*t at, he 
is to be more cautious. ThisI ſuppoſe was that which'was meant 

*by that ſpeech of Nchemiab, Neb.6,11, Shm!d ſuch a man as T flie'? 
Yet I doubt not but if the flood had broken in upon him violent- 
ly,ſo that the, fury of the Waters could not havebeene keptback, 
he would have runne to avoid drowning; but it would havebeen 
in the Reere of the people. The Cuptaines place in a retreate is 
hindmoſt. Such as have gone before the people in a publicke un- 
dertaking, and have beene leading men, mult ſee the people ſafe 


before him,before hegive his ground, 
Secondly, But now for application to the preſent condition . 


of things: What may wee ſay of this preſent time? Is the dore | 


7:09 open or not ? T anſwer. We may not preſume to judge preciſely 

.ot the ifſue of things. But there are two things have here to ſay. 
Firſt, That it is true, wee have many fad omens of the ruine of 

our nation. As our Lord Jeſus after all other warnings, and vas 


vious Calamitics, foretold the deftruftion of Ferwſatem, that they Math. 24. Tr 
might know that deſolation was neereat hand, when they fhould Enk.2 1.25, 


lee the Abominationof Deſoldfion ſet up, oras S. Luke expreſles It, 

 Feruſalem compaſſed with Armies : So hath God taken all the conr- 
tes, andgiven all the warnings tous, which have beene uſuall 
beforea Nation comes to deſtruftion, All the finnes which are 

noted by Divines or Political! writers to be the generall,: Internall 

cauſes of ruine, doe notorioully ſhew themſelves among us, Va- 
.riety of enoffmous ſinnes, of the deepeſt ſtaine and the higheſt provo- 
cation ; The multitudeof Sinners; and the impunitie of ſinning, And 
then, what warnings have we had, nay what have wee not had ? 

Andafterall, befides the dangerous diſtemper ſpread over all onr , 

.body, thediſcord in our EY an abominable Army, 1do=| 
0 28 2 _ | latrous 


A Caſe of Conſcience, concernins 
tatrous Enſignes, the Romiſh Banner, doth allo portend the worſt of 
evils. If I ſhould alſo touch at thoſe Periods, which wiſe and great 
Authors doe ſo much diſcourſeof, and which they will have to be 
finiſhed in this age; I ſhou'd recxon up enough, to make us caft 
about at lea{t in cafe things ſhon!d come to extremity. I am mitta- 
kenin the {tory, it the believers had not aneyeto Pella, even be- 
fore Titus came, and conveyed ſomethings away. I obſerve this 
from that paſſage in Eccle{: Hiſtory, of S. Fames his chayre, 

Secondly, But in the next place, I am not willing to leave theſe 
fadrhoughts upon any, and doetheretore obſerve that there are 
two-maine contiiderations, wherein the condition of or nation 
differs from that of Feruſulemat that time. Firſt, oneis, that they 
bad an-immeliate warning of raineby a dire& ligne which they 
might clearely take notice of. But ſo-havenot wee. Secondly, the 
other is, T hat there was an inevitable andirrevocable ſentence up- 
on Jerxſaiem ; but tor our nation we are to' thinke, according to 
what the Scripture {peaakes, ** That at what inſtant God ſpeakes 
© of a Kingdome topluck up and deſtroy, if that nation againſt 
«Kywhom God hath pronounced,turne from their evill, he will re- 
' © pent of theevill that he thought to doe unto them. Theſe are 

the@ings that maintaine in us ſome hope, be{idesthe ſpirit of cou- 
rageand the teare of the Lord, which hach beene given and con- 
| tinued of late to many, who have ventured themſelves upon the 
great caule now in hand, and are conftant to it. 

But whaTthen.may be the Reſolution? I anſwere, P. Martyr 
when he had eſcaped from Lzcz in Ttaly, wroteBack againe to his 
Auditors there, and'in particular to a friend, about the Caſe of 
. flying ; wherein he ſcemes not to me to be determining, (for the 

circumſtances of every mans condition doe ſo differ that it is very 
difficult to make a ſetled rule) butadviſeth to pray unto God for 
dire&ion, andafter prayer, as they find their hearts enclined, fo 
to fije.or ſtay. T his Coun(ell I doeapprove, to ſecke Crrmfell from 
God;but ro take thenzxr inclination of heait,ty be the preſent an- 
{wer,T beleeve may be unſafe. The direRion is too large, too un- 
certaine. Beſides that many cannot, haply, difcerne clearely,many 
may decetvethemlelves about the inclination 6 heart, which wee 
finde ordinarily to be {trongly biaſſed by private repets and mter- 
or Wee-mult looke further then our pr-per inclinaticns, yea 
turcher then our preper convenience and advantages, to' obſerve 
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how things are round about us, and whether there be any thing 
in the publicke, wherein we are concerned, and that will coun- 
termand our proper inclination, and prevaile above our proper 
convenience. And if I may cxpreſſe my conceit, . Things ſtand 
now in ſuch poſture, that God requires our deep enzagement, and 
that wee ſhonld baniſh all rhoughts of dec)ining. In this great 
hezard that liberty, Jlawes, and religion run, to leave ourground, 
were to leave Popery Maſter of the Field. Wee may not now ſuffer 
the thoughts of ſafety elſewhere, to womanize our ſpirits : but 
together with our earneſt and humble prayers for our, King, that 
he way atlength embracerhe Counſells of our great Eſtate ; wee 
are-in caſe ofſo ſad a neceſſity, to reſolve to lay ont all our ſtrength 
towards the great buſineſſe, 'and rather bzrne our ſhips, as ſome 
ſtories mention of ſome reſolute Souldiers,to keep off all thoughts 
of returne in the cowardly and faint-hearted ; that is, forget all 
conveniences and opportunities of being elſewhere in a whole 
$kinne, | 


- Secondly, Having thus farre ſpoken of the liberty of other 
[: people, It-remaines to beexamined whether Miniſters the Paſtors 
of Congregations beat the ſame liberty. I finde the Antients and 
others more difficult concerning them,urging rhat place of Chriſt, 
Fob.10.12,13, © Hee thart isan hireling, ſceth the Woolfe com- 
« ming,and leaveth the ſheepe and fleeth. The hireling fleeth be- 
& cauſe he is an hireJing, and careth nor for theſheepe. And it is 
not without reaſon that they are ſtraight towards them; for Mi- 
niſters are to have care not ſo much of their ewne Bodzes as of the 
Soules of others. Their mouth js the dug on which they hang and 
feed; and many bnild on their exarnple. Who ſhall Iooke to the 
flocke, if the Shepheard be gone ?* Who ſhall governe the Ship in a 
tiorme, if the P:/:2 be not at the Sterme? Who ſhall prevent the 
theife, if there be no watchman? The people doe at all times need 
their Paltors, but mott of all when the dangers are gieatelt, There 
is uſe ofa Pylot inthe calme, much more when the weather is 
ſtormie. What will the Shepheard of the peoples fonles anſwer 
to the great Shepheard? Theſe contiderations wrought effeCtnal- 
iy and itrongly upon many of the old Paſtors of the Church, ma- 
ny of whom ſe:]cd up their profciſion with their blood; and 
preached their dof@rin-s over againe in Martyrdome. Peter was: 
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A Caſe of Conſcience concerning 
willingly crucified with his feete upward. Fames and Paul dyed 
by the {word, ITyznatins derided all rorments, Polycarpus, Faſtin, 
Cyprian, of old ; Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Hooper, Farrar, Brad- 
ford, Saunders, Taylor, Rogers, of late, and many others, laid 
downe their lives tor the brethren in the Tettimony of Feſw.And 
contrarily it remaines as a blot upon the name of Novataus in the 
Ecclefiaſticall hiitory, who being a Presbyter, in a time of perſe- 
cation left his flocke,and diſclaimed his office. 

All this is true,and true it is that ſuch cannot be too abundant- 
ly cautelous;. yet ſome there are that have ſtretched theſe argu- 
ments too farre, as if ir were unlawfull in any cafe, for a Miniiter 
who is faſined co any particular congregation to flie, And they 
have made an obſervation, how trueT know not, neither have [ 
opportunitie to examine ordiſprove it; That in Queene Afaries 
dayes among all thoſe Schollers and Divines that fled, there were 
none but fellowes of Colledges, and Students in Divinitie, ſuch as 
had undertaken no paſtorall charge;but that all the Bps.and ſerled 
paſtors that were good,continued upon their charge, with reſolu- 
tion to welcome the aſſault when it ſhould come, Which whether 
it may be good I doubt;or if it may be, yet itwill but onely diſco- 
ver that that was.the received reſolution then, which might haply 
bee too rigid in. ſome caſes: for though a Miniſter bee ſpecially 
bound up,it by his fiight, the glory of God,cthe Church, p. cauſe 
of Religion,the ſoules of the people,ſhall receive any prejudice:yet 
in ſome.caſes they may fye,according to the warrantable examples 
of Elixs the Prophet,of our Lord eſus Chriſt who often with-drew 
'himfelfe during the yeares of his —_— Miniſtery.; and left a 
word of dire&ion,at lealt of allowance, tor thoſe whom hee ſent 
to preach, A7att:.10.23. The Diſciples, AC. S. 1, and Saint Pal, 
Ad g. madeuſe of this lawful] liberty, 

There arc five doores, (ii not more) through which even the 
Miniſter of a Congregation may paſſe in his flight, without be- 


"ing ſtayed by any ſuch queſtion from God, as was once put to 


Hagar by an Angel,Whence cameſt thou ? and whither wilt then gee? 
Firſt, when there is a Diſperſion ofthe whole flocke, there is no 
doubtbut the ſhepheard may alſo eſcape. There ſeemes to have 


beene ſich a generall diſperiion of the whole Church at Jeruſalem 


upon that great perſecution that was raiſed after Steven. was ſto= 
ned, A&,S.1, This is clearely the caſe of many Miniſters of Tre- 
land 


RJ 


« 
0 2M ee 2 Wo + 


Flying in times of Tronble. 
land; whoſe congregations have beene- wholly ſcattered, if not 
maſſacred. And ſomeplaces inthis Kingdome have felt well neare: 
alike violence. 

Secondly,when the perſecution is particalar,and the Congrega-+ | 
tion not airfied at, ornot ſo direftly concerned, Tt was the caſe of 1King-1943+ | 
Eli, and clearely of Saint Paw,newly upon his converſion which” 
much enraged his old companions, friends, and mafters; ſo that 29-23: 
him they Tought, the Church at Damaſcus being ſafe, how elle. , , 
could Ananias &the brethren ſtay there? Athanaſius in his ſecond, Apol, 2: 
which is his large Apologie,makes it appeare by a full relation,that 
helay under a private particular and extreame hatred, and there- 
fore might ſafely and with a good conſcience leave his charge to 
eſcape the traps and ſnares of the Arinn Biſbops,” his: enemies, be- ;4, 71m 
caufe he was ſo thoroughly the truths friend. Buxtorf, in A- 

This particular danger will warrant an eſcape, when there is'%ev. cbr. p. |} 
but a-ſtrong preſumption of it,though no atuall attempt. When 265.255. De 
Chriſt knew that there was a conſultation amo ng the Phariſees how- =" 
to deſtroy him, he withdrew himſelte. Ar another time when he, .... ,. - | 
perceived that the envy was encreaſed againſt him, becauſe many * © — 
came-in to his Baptiſme, and ſo. his name being growne up would” 
and did endanger him, heleft Judea,.and departed into Galile, Joh 4.3. 
Nay when heſaw by their dealing with others, what himfelfe mutt - 
looke for, when he heard that bn was beheaded, he departed Math 14. 12.7 | 
by ſhip into a deſert place.T he reverend 1ſeulus wrote after thele 
copies. He was the Preacher at Arſpurg in Germany,where his zeale- 
againit Popery caaſed him to be ſo maliced, that he was faine to' 
be guarded to his pulpit ordinarily, When the booke of the Inzje- 
rim a mixture of Religions was ſent by the Emperour Charles the fifth' 
and received by the City, Huſcrius,who could not preach in better- 
times without danger, knew well enough there would then be no 
biding for him, and - therefore before further proſecution got a=+ 
Way. 

I the rather inftance in this caſe ſo warranted by examples,becauſe 
it will come home and cloſe to the caſe ofmany able and laborious: 
miniſters, who from leverall parts of the Kingdome, have becne- 
carryed by theirjuit and gronnded . feares from: their houſes and* 
Cnogregations, whom many prophane ſcoffers who- know. how 
to deride but not compaſſionate their, miſery, brand for cowards 
and rrmawayes, gnd haying forced them. to flie,after raileat —_ 
or." 


— 
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A Caſe of Conſcience concerning * 
for flying. I thought firto inſert this by theway, for. the com 
fort and the clearing of thoſe upon whom their ſuffrings by the 
Cavalierie in one kind or other, hath put the name of plwndred 
Aliniſters, | OY 

Under this head I adde, that a miniſter may flic from a ſudden 
popular attempt and fury. Thus Chriſt did whenthoſe of the Sy+ 
4g'gite of Nazareth would have throwne him downe headlong 
from the brow of an hill. In ſuch a danger one may run even out 
of the pulpit; ſo Chriſt at another time, when the people in ſtead 
of giving attention fell to throw ſtones at him, he {lipt out of the 
pulpit, And it appeares by the ſtory, that Paul and Barnabas were 
in the aCtuall exerciſe of theirminiltry, when they fled from Iconi- 
um to Lyftre. It waseven ont of the Synagogue, 

Andlaſtly let me note this allo that ſuch a particular perſecuti- 
on and danger, will authoriſe and warrant even'an uncomely 
eſcape; and plead for ſuch a&ions as otherwiſe and at othesv 
times would be unhandiome and unworthy of the dignitic of ſo 
weightie a calling. Saint Paxl: getting over the t»wne wall, yea his 
Bxket will bejuſtitied by this, Zuſcrlus (of whomT fpake before) 
when hbeſlipt from Au{parg, left his wite and eight. children” tor 
a while without any notice whither he was gone. But moſtnota- 
ble is that paſſage of the learned Divine, Fobu Brentins, He was in 
great danger becauſe of the Interim. T he Empercar was fo exaſpe- 
rated that he commanded hce ſhould be brought to him alive or 
dead. The Conmiſſary comes to Hale in Saxomie, where Brentius 
preacht, calls rhe Senate and tookean oath of them not to dilco- 
ver his deligne. But it happened by the 'good providence of God, 
that one A/derman came in,after the oath was taken, undiſcerned , 
and hearing the plot, had onely time to convey away a ſhort note 
with theſe words; F ze, fuge Brenti,cito,citius,citiſinee. Flee, flee Bren- 
thus, haſt, haſt;. poſt-haſt. Brentius tooke the warning, diſguiſed 
himſelfe like a Captaine,with Buffe, and a patch upon one eye: and 
in that Habic ſecured him(elte. And is excuſed by the grave writer 
of his ſtory which I alfo alleadge in defence ot thoſe Searlet cloaks, 
Buſfe-coates, grayrocketr, perakes ot «ae nd coloured monters's, which 
have of late-hid:wany grave and ſobeg Minitters from the eyes of 
their adverſagies,, - - T | | 

I proceed ts the third particular, no Miniſter is bormd' up, 
when:it.isnot for the good. of the Church thathe ſhould jſtay, bur 
haply 
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flight,” for it 4p1ou Atrariac was 2 tcachenghere, and 'was Ns 
inttratthem, and haply others beſides lim, ''and the: Church 
- * _ flouriſhed, Wehave dar inſtance to"this purpoſe, coricer- 
| Ter.06.20, 21, P02 Uriah, fied inthe nanie of the Lord, again(bthe 
> Ut Lan il 'rhe Lind, pncetng to all the words 1 


; and when- 79, his miglitlo' [mer and 
ey Pri inces heard his oye 7s ougtirto put him todeath;. 
but when Vriabbeardit; be fearing fied, and went into Egypr.- He 


preachtthe ſame: nog thar Jenniab did; but ir ſtemes at that. 


time, the Court couldbetter beare' Jerry: then bimgand * ophe 
iS ing thien for that ſeaſonſafe,. ihe the exerciſeof his'6 
& Verſ.t2, 23. Provided for his > ne thougha boaghafterwards he' was: Gd 


and made prey 

'F2: | mention but one ores head,: that leis lawfalt 
b- for a Minifer 30 fllewhen he hath the conſent of his Church. .Pox! 
Y belides*gther warrants had:this, . The Diſciples:Jet him downe 
F \AA. 9 23- , by thewallina Basker. Aud when the Jewes of Theſſulewiro came 
- At173:14. t, intrap PawatBeres,: immetliatly the Brethcen-ſent hiavaway, 
| Cipr. Epif.6, £0 goe a3 itwere by Sea.- Thus C view ——_ afide, by theconſent, 
- © * yea theentreatie:of the p and by the Suoife of. 
5 Terrullw bly che wof rafpinen great authorige.- Ma 
cwulus though renecy oa gin great diſitaftion;* 
came- ante" Loni, a or Mfr fee he went; 'and had os 
I gather)a a difneiffion. . Bus Philip Pareus makes it moſt evident con- 
cerning = TIRE roms Pars __ emma 3 the Po- 
rom xmthe latepopilh warres againtt e atComuy which _ 
is now matje deſolate,” when they _ 2 fiege would bee-Jaid to © 
n gy vronmedery an be gone- & ON hogs oP 
yea ” 

Fi. cog Thave wy oo concerning the fawfull cnoncdontes of 
the miniſters of the word, androneer NR ons 
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ent unto the Counſells of the Lord, we may baye comfortzthough 
xe be forced toflie;. and may refreſh ous ſelves with that; ſiveet. 

place of the plalme, Tho teleſt (or numbreſt) »y' wandrings, put ,,. 

thou my teares into thy bottle , are they not in thy booke ? But what com» 


were aſhamed to owne, or afrajdto ſſiſtir, and unwilling to ſaffee Le IM 
and be loſt with it. - Chri ply. 1 bis gy 1 mult (if the ©: 24 
cauſe ſo require it) even Þate their owne lives, And that be that ſaves CE 
bys life ſball loſe it, And trucly that man is nor ſafe, Ro hee -* 
faves hisskin, that isnot mindfull and regardfall to fave his in- ...* 
ward peace. Let us tay orflie, as the -counſell of God ſhall di- Fd 


overtaken with JonaFina tempeſt, and fall into the Sea; and bee” 
ſwallowed of the Whale. Oh how wouldit finke-a-marwhen his 

conſcience ſhould anſiver him fome ſad queſtionsin ſtrangeland, 
1 have left ny bouſe and habitation bave 1 not lefs"God roo? egg. thow 
baſt alſo left God by an unbeleeving haſt, Tam deprived.of my land;and- 
my goods , and my itate ; Have 1n0 eſt my peace too? Yes; Thowboſt - 
heft thy peace, through thy wary providence to ſbift far thy ſelfe,. in theneg= — * 
left of the publique which ought to bee dearer tothee then 1hy'ſd/e,... Oh. - 
let us baniſh all thoughes of flying, when God calls .us'toranc> - " 

ther ſervice. And if we affiſt him when he pleaſeth'ro honour-us -- 
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in zccepting our ſervice,: he will either open a dorerin"rhe'greatelt - 
nerd, - ks hide us in the evill day;or turne'the: worſt 'of4vils: to - 
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